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FOREWORD 


December 10, 1989 marked the 41st Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights which was adopted by the United Nations in 1948. The Universal Declaration, 
together with the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as the Optional Protocol to the 
latter Covenant, constitute the International Bill of Human Rights. 


Across Canada, a large number of events and activities were organized by governments, 
human rights commissions and by non-governmental organizations in celebration of the 
anniversary. Many dedicated and concerned people gave generously of their time, energy 
and talent to highlight the importance of the Universal Declaration and to promote respect 
for its principles. 


This report on Canada’s observance of Human Rights Day, 1989 was prepared for 
submission to the United Nations in July 1990. It is being distributed to interested groups 
and individuals as part of the continuing human rights education program of 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada and as an invitation to all Canadians to persevere 
in their efforts to promote respect for human rights. 
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INTRODUCTION 


1. Resolution 423(V), adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, invites all 
States and interested organizations to celebrate the proclamation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (December 10, 1948) by observing December 10 of each year 
as Human Rights Day. 


2. This report, prepared in response to the request of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, provides a brief account of activities conducted in Canada to celebrate Human 
Rights Day, 1989, the 41st Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


I NATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


3. On December 8, 1989, in the House of Commons of the Parliament of Canada, the 
Minister of State for Multiculturalism and Citizenship and Secretary of State of Canada 
drew the attention of the members to the 41st Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. In his remarks, the Minister mentioned the historic changes occurring in 
Eastern Europe, and Canada’s deep commitment to the principles of equality and justice. 
"Canada has long stood as a symbol of freedom and liberty to many of the world’s 
peoples", he stated. "By working to ensure the full participation of all Canadians in the 
life of our fortunate country, we will continue to do honour to that tradition and to that 
obligation." Members of other parties in the House also spoke on the Anniversary, noting 
that Canada could do more to promote these goals internationally and domestically. 


4. On December 8, the Minister also held a breakfast gathering in Ottawa to celebrate 
Human Rights Day. 


5. Human rights advocates and representatives of all areas of activity in Québec attended a 
reception held in Montréal by the Minister, in commemoration of the Anniversary. In his 
address to the participants, the Minister stressed the importance of the Universal 
Declaration, calling it "...the foremost single expression of our hopes for freedom and 
justice around the world." 


6. The Deputy Minister of the Department of Justice sent a message to all employees 
underscoring the importance of international human rights standards both internationally and 
in Canada. 


7. The Chief Commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights Commission wrote a newspaper 
article which was distributed to all the major daily newspapers across Canada. The article 
stressed that equality continues to elude minority groups in Canada and encouraged all 
Canadians to make a personal commitment to human rights. 


8. The Canadian Ethnocultural Council sponsored a national conference in Toronto on 
December 8-10, 1989 with the theme: "Minority Rights and the Charter: Equality Rights 
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for Ethnic and Visible Minorities." The Conference received federal funding from the 
Multiculturalism Sector of Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada, the Official Languages 
Sector of the Department of the Secretary of State, and the Court Challenges Program 
which is administered by the Canadian Council on Social Development. 


SEDER A I E 
IH ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN THE PROVINCES 


PARA EI SE EP ER EN PP EP RE 


ALBERTA 


9. The Alberta Human Rights Commission celebrated Human Rights Day by presenting the 
Alberta Human Rights Award to Dr. Mathew Zachariah of the University of Calgary during 
a reception and dinner which took place on December 10, 1989. The Commission also 
publicized Human Rights Day with a news release and commissioned an article on human 
rights for publication in various newspapers. In addition, the Commission participated in 
activities organized by other organizations. 


10. The Alberta Civil Liberties Association held an open house on December 7, 1989. 


11. The city of Calgary proclaimed December 10th as Human Rights Day and the Calgary 
Committee to Promote Good Citizenship hosted an open house and workshops on that day. 
In Edmonton, celebrations took place at the Chinatown Multicultural Centre, including a 
candlelighting ceremony by representatives of 16 community groups. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


12. The British Columbia Council of Human Rights sponsored its poster and essay 
competition to celebrate International Human Rights Day. This year’s contest theme was 
"Racism", which generated 200 posters and over 40 essays. Acknowledging the impact of 
the contest, the Council Chairman said "Racism is obviously being discussed in the 
province’s classrooms and students are expressing, in their own ways, why racism cannot 
be tolerated in any form." 


MANITOBA 


13. The Manitoba Human Rights Commission sponsored a candlelighting ceremony held in 
the Rotunda of the Legislative Building. During this ceremony, the 1989 Human Rights 
Journalism Awards were presented to Gordon Sinclair, Jr., Dan Lett, Jim Compton and 
Johanna Brand for their noteworthy articles and documentaries addressing human rights 
issues. 
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14. A great effort was made this year to urge municipalities and other groups across 
Manitoba to recognize Human Rights Day. In 1989, there was an increase in the number 
of municipal governments which recognized this day, with the number now standing at 25. 
Numerous schools throughout the province also marked the day with classroom activities 
and special assemblies. 


15. The United Nations Association in Canada marked the day by holding its annual high 
school seminar at the University of Winnipeg. This year, the theme was "Prejudice and 
Discrimination" and consisted of presentations and discussions. The event was followed on 
December 10 by a public presentation on human rights issues by Manitoba’s Ombudsman. 
Amnesty International held events in both Winnipeg and Brandon. The Multicultural 
Centre of Thompson, Manitoba, held a lunch and candlelighting ceremony on December 11. 
The Community Legal Education Association held a special dinner on December 7, which 
included the presentation of the Manitoba Human Rights Achievement Award to Art Miki 
and Karen Ridd, honouring their work on human rights issues. The Manitoba Association 
for Rights and Liberties organized a one-day public meeting on the theme of patient 
advocacy within the health care system. 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


16. The Premier of New Brunswick issued a Proclamation declaring December 10 Human 
Rights Day. 


17. The New Brunswick Human Rights Commission awarded its Annual Human Rights 
Award to Dr. Abdul Lodhi, the Director of the Atlantic Human Rights Centre. This award 
recognizes outstanding effort, achievement or leadership in promoting human rights in New 
Brunswick. 


18. The Commission also organized a flag raising ceremony in Fredericton. 


19. The Atlantic Human Rights Centre was officially opened at St. Thomas University 
during the Human Rights Day celebrations. The purpose of the Centre is to promote and 
carry out the ideals of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights among citizens of the 
Atlantic region. The Atlantic Human Rights Centre organized a Symposium in 
commemoration of Human Rights Day, entitled "Human Rights: Needs and Priorities”. 


NEWFOUNDLAND 


20. The Premier of Newfoundland signed a Proclamation declaring December 10, 1989 to 
be Human Rights Day in Newfoundland. He noted that the Government of Newfoundland 
and Labrador believes firmly in the principles embodied in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and urged all citizens of the province to promote the observance of human 
rights as a shared responsibility and to reaffirm their commitment to eliminate 
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discrimination in all its forms. The Proclamation was published in local newspapers by the 
Human Rights Commission. 

21. The Human Rights Commission also sponsored a poster and essay contest to mark the 
event. Approximately 1100 posters were received from across the province. Hotel 


Newfoundland hosted a reception on December 10 to honour the contest winners. 


22. The Commission also sent letters to all school principals in the province urging them 
to include discussions on human rights in the classroom. 


23. All outgoing government mail during the week preceding December 10th was stamped 
with the United Nations logo. 


24. Amnesty International sponsored a candlelight vigil for Human Rights on December 10. 


NOVA SCOTIA 


25. In celebration of the 41st Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission hosted a human rights conference on 
December 7 and 8. The conference focused on the role of the Nova Scotia Human Rights 
Commission, the courts and the legal process in addressing human rights issues. During 
this conference, a banquet was held during which students of the Bell Park Academic 
Centre received an award for their participation in, and contribution to, a human rights 
conference. 


26. On December 9, 1989, the regional Human Rights office in Cape Breton hosted the 
first annual Tom Miller Awards Banquet in Sydney. The human rights essay and drawing 
contest winners were awarded a prize. On December 10, the Premier of Nova Scotia 
raised the United Nations flag outside Province House before official ceremonies began at 
the World Trade and Convention Centre. During the ceremonies, human rights awards 
were presented to Honourable Mr. Justice W. Andrew MacKay, Dr. Ronald St. John 
Macdonald and Mr. Hobartson Augustus James Wedderburn, for their contribution to 
human rights activity in Nova Scotia. Two schools received special awards for their 
participation in human rights conferences. The event concluded with a Citizenship 
Ceremony. 


27. The International Education Centre at Saint Mary’s University convened a Human 


Rights Day conference focusing on Apartheid for sixty students from seven high schools in 
Nova Scotia. 


28. The report on the 40th Anniversary celebrations was also distributed by the Nova 
Scotia Regional Office of the Department of the Secretary of State of Canada to human 
rights groups and individuals across the province. 


ONTARIO 


29. The Ontario Minister of Citizenship, who is responsible for the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission, made a statement in the legislature marking the 41st Anniversary of 
the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and commemorating 
International Human Rights Day. The Minister also was the luncheon speaker at the 
National Conference on Equality Rights for Ethnic and Visible Minorities on December 10. 
(Regarding this Conference, see also paragraph no. 8.) 


30. In commemoration of the 41st Anniversary, the Ontario Human Rights Commission 
initiated a campaign to encourage local municipalities, provincial politicians and ministries, 
school boards and the media to recognize Human Rights Day and Week, and the principles 
espoused in the Declaration. Letters to all Mayors and Reeves in Ontario asked them to 
proclaim human rights day/week in their municipalities. Well over 100 municipalities 
responded. 


31. The Chief Commissioner of the Ontario Human Rights Commission addressed a special 
Citizenship Court swearing-in ceremony and distributed the Commission’s proclamation to 
all the participating new Canadians. 


32. The Chief Commissioner was also the keynote speaker at the 15th Annual Media 
Human Rights Awards, sponsored by the League of Human Rights of B’nai Brith Canada. 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


33. In Prince Edward Island, 45-50 individuals gathered on the steps of Province House in 
Charlottetown for a candlelight vigil in the early evening to commemorate International 
Human Rights Day. The event was sponsored by the PE. chapter of Amnesty 
International. 


QUEBEC 


34. The Québec Minister of Justice made a motion in the National Assembly to 
commemorate the 41st Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 
motion, which was unanimously passed, was accompanied by a statement by the Minister 
in which he stressed the significance of the democratic movement in Eastern European 
countries, the adoption at the United Nations General Assembly of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, and the tragic killing of young women students that occurred at the 
Ecole Polytechnique of the Université de Montréal. He also recalled the amendments made 
to Québec legislation to further protect the rights of certain individuals, notably children, 
women and the elderly. He also noted the creation of a Human Rights Tribunal. 
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35. The Human Rights Commission released the report of the committee set up to ensure 
implementation of the Commission’s recommendations as a result of its inquiry into the 
relations between the police and the visible and ethnic minorities in Québec. 


36. The Commission also launched a booklet established to commemorate the 40th 
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration. The booklet contains drawings, comments and 
reflections by young people on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


SASKATCHEWAN 


37. The Premier of Saskatchewan proclaimed December 10, 1989 "Human Rights Day in 
Saskatchewan" and requested the citizens of the province to recognize that day. 


38. The Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission sponsored a program held on December 
10 at the Public Library in Saskatoon. The program focused on the human rights concerns 
of three target groups: Native persons, persons with disabilities and women. A _ puppet 
show, entitled "Kids on the Block", provided a kid’s eye view of disability. The puppet 
show was funded by the Kinsmen Foundation and co-sponsored by the Council for 
Exceptional Children and the Saskatchewan Association for Community Living. The 
Saskatchewan Alliance Against Sexual Harassment performed a number of skits dealing 
with society’s attitudes towards sexual harassment. 


39. Amnesty International held candlelight vigils on December 10 in the major centres of 
Saskatoon and Regina. The vigils featured a number of speakers. 


40. The City of Regina, with the support of the University of Regina School of Human 
Justice, proclaimed December 10, 1989 as "United Nations Human Rights Day" in Regina. 
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YUKON 


41. The Commissioner of the Yukon proclaimed December 10, 1989 as Human Rights 
Day. The Proclamation was published in the Whitehorse Star and the Yukon News. 


42. The Premier of the Yukon acknowledged December 10 in the Legislative Assembly of 
the Yukon. 


43. The Yukon Human Rights Commission provided information packages and educational 
material to the Department of Education for distribution to all schools within the territory. 
The Commission also distributed the celebration poster "Going to Potlatch". The poster 
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was sent to indian bands, community groups, schools within the Yukon and several outside 
agencies. 


44. The Commission also provided material detailing the history of December 10 to 
churches of all denominations within the territory and requested that they incorporate 
International Human Rights Day into their church services. The Commission received a 
good response to this request. 
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